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To  the  Electors  of  Lower  Canada, 

And  thofe  of  the  County  and  Towns  of  Quebec  in  particular. 


s 


INCE  the  cautionary  addrcfs  which  wc  made  you  in  the  Gazette  of  the  17th.  inftant  therq 
have  been  dilbihutedamong  the  peoplea  variety  of  Hand-bills,  fome  recomendatory  of 
Candidates  and  Ibmc  juftificatory  of  thcmfcWes,' and  among  the  numWeris  one  dt'fam.i- 
lorv  i  all  of  them  arc  innocent  and  decent  except  the  }aft  mentioned,  which  abounds  witJj 
illibcrality  and  falfehood  ;  we  (hall  therefore  diflea  it  and  endeavour  to  confute  the  argu- 
ments and  deftroy  the  inlinuations  contained  in  it. 

The  author  of  the   "  avis  aux  canadifns  ♦♦     flatcs,   ift.  That  it  appears  to  be  agreed  upon 
between  the  Britilh  Merchants  that  they  ought  to  be  the  only  Rtprefcntaiives  irt  the  Houfe  of  AU 

2\  That  by  their  canvafling  jointly— they  hive  concerted  a  Coalition,  which  difcovers  their 
geatilliberality    (  which  he  ironically  calls ///m/.V/y)  for  the   Clanadians. 

3<.  That  if  the  Englini  Merchants  are  tle^ted,  the  fundamental  Laws  of  the  Canadians  will 
derive  no  advantage  or  be  perhaps  altered  and  injured. 

4th.  That  the  fmallell  "  Reverfe  "  may  take  them  out  of  the  Province,  and  therefore  they 
ought  to  have  no  pretenfions  to  concern  thcmfclves  about  it. 

c'h  That  there  Hiould  be  fuch  a  union  of  intertlh  between  the  F.lcftors  and  Reprefcntativcs,  tha? 
whatever  Laws  may  be  made  by  the  Legiflaturc  ihall  equally  afleaall  the  members  ui  th?  Houf<j 
of  Aflembly  as  well  as  the  body  of  the  people,  by  which  he  would  infinuate  that  there  is  no  con- 
nexion or  communication  of  interelts  between  the  Britilh  Merchants  and  the  IJody  of  the  people. 

The  firft  and  fecond  aflertions  arc  proved  to  be  palpable  falfehoods,  by  the  divilion  that  every 
man  fees  cxjfts  in  the  Lower  Town  ;  where  the  Knglilh  Intcrell  is  ilivided  by  four  or  hve  Candid 
dates  ftanding  on  their  own  Hrcngth  unconnciled  with  each  other  and  lupported  by  ditferenc 
friends.*  It  is  likewife  too  notorious  that  the  Merchants  never  affected  to  thmk  that  they  had  an 
exclufive  right  to  be  returned  Reprefcntativcs  j  they  potlefs  too  much  good  fcnfc  and  equity  to  look 
foramonoply,  it  is  their  common  convtrfation  that  the  t  lection  fl.ould  be  irceani  open  to  every 
man  that  the  people  iliould  choofe  without  Hias  fuch  chataders  (whether  Merchants  or  Seigneurs 
or  No-feignieurs)  as  they  think  will  make  the  beft  Laws  for  the  Agriculture,  as  well  ag  tor  the 
Commerce  of  the  Country.  And,  it  is  we  believe  the  lirft  time  that  the  Mercantile  boily  have  ever 
been  fufpeitcdol  want  of //(^(rn'////>' towards  the  Canadians,  either  in  the  line  of  trade  or  in  pcvfo^ 

They  have  been  ex ceedmgly  liberal  in  their  dealings  with  the  Canadians,  and  inftead  of  treat- 
ing them  with  hauteur,  fcorn,  and  infuU,  they  have  confiden  d  them  as  men,  friends,  neighbour* 
and  Fellow  citizens,  equal  in  the  l^ye  of  the  Law  with  themfelves. 

Inanfwer  to  the  third  infinuation,  we  do  infift  no  proof  appears  that  the  Britifli  Merchants  have 
ever  attempted  to  get  the  fundamental  Laws  oi  the  Country  altered.  They  wiihed  for  good  and 
falutary  Laws  for  all  ranks  of  people,  that  every  man  might  be  fecure  in  the  free  Enjoyment 
of  his  Liberty  and  property  ;  and  where  they  felt  a  grievance,  they  complained  and  applied  for 
Redrefs;  when  they  aikedfcr  laws  to  fecuic  circulating  rommercial  property,  they  did  at  the  fame 
time  in  a'  very  pointed  manner  recommend  that  the  rights  and  interelts  of  the  Seigneur,  the  Mdkr, 
the  Cure,  and  the  Habitants  Iliould  be  fecured.  . 

The  Author  of  "avis  ai  x  canadiens"    by  the  fourth  infinuation  betrays  either  great  DiP, 
loyalty  or  grofs  ignorance ;  for  if  by  the  word  "  Rcvtrjc  "    he  means  the  the  change  of  Sovereigns, 
he  may  be  pronounced  a  Traitor  to  the  King  and  People  of  (9reat  Britain  from  whom  h<;  enjoys 
a  very  honorable  and  lucrative  place,  and  we  arc  bold  to  (liy  that  he  is  the  only  Traitor  m  the 
Country  •  if  by  "  Kcvcrfe  "    he  means  only  the  viciflitudcs  of  fortune  among  individual  Merchants, 
and  that  'if  they  do  not  fuccced  in  their  commerci  ,1  enterprife,  they  mull  return  from  whence  they 
came    we  may  laugh  at  his  llupidity,  and  while  we  dcfpifc  the  impotence  ot  his  malice,  we  will  in- 
form'him  that,  under  the  Britifii  (;overnment,  the  generation  of  Merchants   is  like  the  generation 
of  men-  and  that  if  by  any  wife  Kcfolution  otthe  Author  of  the  h  .ncibill  and  his  Coadjutors  all  the 
Britilh  Merchants  were  expelled  the  Country,  double  the  number  would   refort  to  the   Province 
from  Great  Britain;    fo  truly  may  the  ancient  Proverb    "  Non  deficit  alter  "    be  applied  upon  this 
fubjecl      We  fee  (almolt  dailv)  that   "  Reveffes"    in  the  courfe  of  Nature  take  away  the  Mer- 
chants as  they  do  ^d^nrun.  and  yet  we  find  no  vacuum  in  the  Mercantile  fvOem  ;  others  rife  and 
fprinc   up   to  fill  the  place  of  thofe  that    death  has  called  away  ;  and  though  the  fythe  of  time 
mows  them  down  without  dirtindion    (Merchants  beigneurs  and  others,)    it  defiroys  not  Com- 
merce   for  that  will  live  as  long  as  time  itfdf;  nothing  can  dellroy  Commerce  but  opprcfTive  and 
arbitrary  principles,  fuch  as  the  author  of  the  handbill  polFeires,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  among 
the  few  Corners  of  the  earth  where  it  may  find  refuge  it  may  be  countenanced  in  Canada  hereafter. 
The  Britifh  Merchants  havca  million  and  a  half  of  money  circulating  in  ihe  two  provinces  of  Cana- 
da-    There  are  fome  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  Bullids  of  wheat  annually  exported   from    Lower 
Canada  by  the  Britini  Merchants,  befides  many  other  exports  to  a  great  amount;  furdy   thefcarc 
areat  and  important  enterprilcs  and  rifques  ;  they  have  caufed  the  value  of  lands  and  Houfes  from 
Sne  end  of  the  province  tS  the  other  to  he  doubled  at  le.>il,  and  under  our  picient  v.ovxrnmvnc 
there  is  every  reafon  to  exped  they  will  (till  increafe.     The  Brit  idi  Merchant  may  be  confidered  th? 
beft  friend  to  the  Farmer  and  to  the  Cultivator  of  the  land,  whofe  indullry  he  rewards,  and  towards 
whom  he  always  caries  himfdf  with  refped  and  civility.     It  may  therefore  be  prcfutred  that   he 
has  a  very  llrong  title  and  great  pretcnlion  to  concern  himfelf  in  the  welfare  and  Legiflation  of  ths 
Country. 
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What  we  have  faiiUindcr  the  fourth  article  may  be  applied  and  confidcrcd  as  a  complete  anfwef 
to  the  fifth  infimiatioii,  that  there  isno  communion  or  reciprocal  bond  of  interclls  heiw  ten  the  peo- 
ple of  Canada  and  the  Hriti(l\  ^lerlhant^".  Noihin<;  can  more  dearly  prove  a  common  interell, 
and  union  thin  the  great  advancement  of  A^iiculiMiMl  or  landed  property,  which  Commerce  under 
t'he  cliredionof  liritdh  Merchants  ha  caiife;!;  the  one  reciprotrdly  promote.-,  and  advances  the  orher; 
nothing  can  more  forcibly  evmcc  a  lympathy  or  fellow  feeling  for  the  Canadians  as  men  and  Ciii^ 
/en-uhan  the  friendly  rcfpei!t  ami  focial  Civility  which  the  IJritiili  Merchants  ihew  t'l  them  all; 
And  to  crown  all,  there  cannot  in  nature  he  a  grcaterbon.i  of  Union  between  men  ot  ditfcrcnt  de- 
grees and  r.mk  than  this,  tl-.at  the  Lritilli  Merchant  know.s  and  forcfecs  that  he  cannot  alllnt  toany 
one  1-aw  that  will  not  .it  fome  })eriodor  other  alfec'l  himklf,  his  friends,  his  Keliiions  and  del- 
cendants,  as  fully  and  as  elle.'ually  as  it  will  any  Habitant  or  I'armer  in  the  Country,  a  fenti- 
ment  or  rcflcJiion  it  may  be  very  confidently  aderted  that  few  Seigneurs  ever  indulge  or 
V-ilhto  indulge,  bccaufe  dv  y  expeiTc  their  defccndants,  however  undcfcrvin<',  to  continue  .'■cig- 
neurs  to  cndK  (sages,  from  whence  wc  con(  '.ude  that  there  is  a  greater  union  of  Intere'ls,  a  more 
fynipathetic  Icebiig  iMid  a  more  equal  opi-rationof  the  Laws  betwien  the  mafs  ofrhe  people  and  the 
Merchants,  than  between  the  Mafs  of  the  people  and  the  Seigneurs;  and  therefore  th-  Men  hants 
have  a  right  in  comn  on  with  other  Citizens  to  oH'cr  themfelves  Candidates  lor  reprcfenting  the. 
people,  who,  wc  are  bold  to  alRrt.  will  find  them  to  be  worthy  of  their  Confidence. 

The  Merchants  difc'aim  all  National  diilinftionsj  they  view  all  thepeopleoftheri-ovincc  inno 
other  light  thanas  Canadian  Citizens  zcaloufly  attached  to  the  King  and  people  of  Great  lintaii'i ; 
the  Merchants  will  continue  to  form  a  great  and  rerpcdahle  part  (.f  Society  when  the  name  c^' 
Seigneur,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  only  be  found  in  the  page  ofHirtory.  'I'o  expofe  the  ignorance 
and  folly  of  the  Author  of  the  "avis  aux  Canadians"  we  (hall  afk  him  a  few  quellions  which 
may  be  very  aptly  applied  on  the  prcfent  occafton. 

VVho  gives  Bread  to  the  labouring  ioor  ?  Tun  MtRciiANrs. 

.    Who  gives  Lmploy  ment  to  the  numerv)us  Mechanics,  Tradcfmen  and  Navigators,  with  whom 
the  Cities  of  Qtiebcc  and  Montreal  abound?  The  Mi-KciiANrs. 

Who  are  they  thut  circulate  property  and  diffufe  wealth  throughoutihc  Cctiutry  to  give  life  and 
fpirit  to  Agriculture  ?  Thk  Mlrciiants. 

Who  have  been  the  means  of  incrcafing  the  revenues  of  the  Seigneurs,  as  well  as  the  value  of 
the  ProducT:s  of  the  Land  to  the  Habitants?  The  Mki-'ch ants. 

Ciinadh'ii  Ciliz'fis,  all  this  you  know  tobe  tiuc  ;  and  can  you  be  made  to  believe  that  the  Mer- 
chants, whofc  intercfts  aiethe  fame  .'>s  yours  ought  no[  t)  be  truUcd  with  your  votes?  Oiher 
profefllons  may  rife  on  your  ruin,  that  of  the  Merchant  can  only  Hotirifli  while  you  profper;  if  you 
are  ruined  the  Merchants  are  undone;  their  interefls  and  yours  are  infrpr,*-ahle  ;  the  -eig- 
neurs  have  lorded  it  over  you,  and  ftrivcd  to  continue  it ;  the  Men  hants,  by  their  exertions  conjoint- 
ly with  your  own,  have  procured  you  a  free  CJovcrnment  and  equa!  laws  which  fequre  to  you  the 
Irec  exercife  of  your  Religion  in  full  fcr'f . 

To  convince  )ou  how  much  wchave  your  intcrcds  at  heart,  and  to  fhew  our  honeft  zeal  for  the 
welfare  and  profperity  of  the  Canadian  Citizens,  inlte.ad  of  imitating  the  unworthy  example  of  the 
Author  alluded  to,  we  purpofe  to  point  out  to  you  the  nature  and  confcqucnct  of  an  Llection,  and 
what  are  the  qualifications  that  the  men  (whether  merchants,  or  Scig.".curs  or  NofeigncursJ  you 
Hull  eled  for  your  Reprcfcntatives  ought  to  polfcfs. 
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Aux  Eled:eurs  du  Bas  Canada, 

Et  a  ccux  du  Comtc  et  des  Villcs  de  Q^utbec  en  particulicr, 

F'PUIS  lacV-efTc  admonitoire  que  nom  vous  avons  tuitc   dins  1»  Gazette  du  17  dc  co 

irioii,  on  a  diftfibue  parmi  Ic  t^cuplc  divcifcs  aflich(.-s,  qu.  Iqucs  iincs  rccnmiiKJiidanc 

ccruins  Ca.ididals,  ct  d'autrcaa/uiu  puurobjct  de  Ics  jullifur.  Toutcs  crs  pitcts  font 

iii;u)cciut:>  ct  dcccntcs,  a  1  cxccpuon  d'unc  Iculc  qn'on  pcuL  rcgaidir  conime  dil]iiriia- 

j3^^_^,^      niatoirc,  et  qui  abondc  en  mcnlo.ig(is.     Nous  alloiii  rcxamiiur,  ct  nous  ta.hcron.  dc 

rcuucrKsarfiun>cnslCMr.?raircsetdctruueks  in()«uations  inlidicufcs  que  ( onticnt  cot  impiinn^', 

L'autiur  dc  I .nus  an:.  <.»-.^u/,  }u  du,— 1  '^  (^  i.'icinolc  conv<'nu  cntre  Ics  Maichands  iiruanniqucj 
qiiViix  ItiiUdjivci.U'liT  k:,  rcpr.  IcntiLsdaus  la  Lhambrcd'AlT'cmMcc. 

2  -"QWcn  brij^uant  coniointc.ncnt  ks  fuilragi^^s  ils  ont  forme  une  co-alition  qui  manikltc  kur 
Eiun''c  illibcralue(qu'dqu.il!ricironiqunncntdc  libcrabtc)  cnvers  ks  L'aiadicns. 

j^Quc  n  lcs,mrt.hai.ds  Angloislontc'lus,  K-;,l<,ix  fondimcntalcsdcs  Canadicns  nc  mim-ont  au, 
cuiiavautatic,  ou  pout-cue  (lu'cUcs  kront  alter. Cs  et  Uiutilccs.  ^ 

4 C-  (juc  k  inrindie  rovers  pcut  ks  eloigner  de  ia  province,  ct  que  conkquemnncnt  Ms  n  ont  auctii\ 
droit  dc  prctcndre  a  etrc  Rcpr-Hcntans. 

c  ^  (^i  \\  duit  y  avoir  uiic  telle  union  d'intcrets  cntre  ks  Elcclcursct  les  reprekntanta,  quctoutei 
k>s  loix  qic  la  J-e^iaature  puilktaire  alkaent  esakincnt  tous  Ic:;  membres  de  la  Chambrc  d'Alkm^ 
bl  cdcnHinequc  Un.alkdupeuplc.  au  moyci  dc  quoi  il  voudmit  infinuer.  cju'd  n'y  a  point  de 
lia.ibn  ni  dc  communion  dintciet  cure  ks  n.are  hands  Anglois  et  k  p^uple. 

La  premiere  et  kconde  aiTcrtions  font  prouvccs  etrc  des  menlongcs  groiricis  par  la  divilion  que 
t.;ut  k  n.onJc  voit  exilh-rdans  labane  ville,  oa  Tintnct  Anglois  elUUvik  par  quatre  ou  cinq  Can- 
duiats  atrillant  cliacunpour  foi.n'avant  amime  liailcn  enkriibk,  et  fouttnus  chacun  fcpartment  par 
ks  amis!  llelUuin  trop  notoire  que  ks  M  mhands  noqt  jamais  affcde  de  croire  qu'ils  ont  un 
iVoit  cxclur.f  ala  reprckntaciou  dans  la  (.  hambrc  dAikmbloe.  lis  ont  trop  debon  kns  et  d'equite 
pour  ■,icfii  er  un  monopok.  1  Is  avoucnt  que  1  ckcuon  dolt  cfrc  libre  et  ouvcne  a  tout  k  monde;  et  quo 
k  pcuple  doit  chailir  fans  prjuge,  iotparmi  les  marchands,  ou  parmi  les  kigneurs.  ccux  q^'U 
croit  ks  plus  capabks  de  fairc  ks  nicdkures  loix  unt  pour  TAj^riculture  que  pour  k  Commerce  du 
pais.  Cell  U  premiere  foi..  je  pcnk.  que  le  corps  des  Marchands  a  etc  accufe  de  manquer  de  hbi^ 
,a>i!i  cnvers  les  Canadiens,  loit  dans  les  aftairc,  de  Commerce  ou  dan>  leur  conduite  perfoneb^ 

lis  ont  etc  extrOmcment  gcnereux  dins  1  s  aH"airc^,  d.-  commerce  avcc  k>  Cana.li.ns,  et  ImiLfiv' le?     - 
trai.ei-av>;c  hauteur  e:iTu-pris:  ds  les  ont' tou)ouis  coniidere,  comme  des  hommes.  des  amis,  de? 
vt)iii!.s  et  des  concitovchs  leurs  egaux  aux  ycux  de  la  loi 

l»our  ivpondie  a  la  troilieme  iminuation;  n..us  foutenon's  qu'il  n'y  a  aucyn^  preuvs  gye  jes  Mar- 
cbands  Dntaniquesaicnt  japiais  elTave  de  taiic  ch.inger  les  loix  londamenraks  du  Canao^.  lis  onti 
fouhait.'  avoir  des  loix  bonnes  et  falutaires  pour  lc^ci::dyens  dc  toutes  denominations,  afin  que  tour, 
k  luoiide  put  ctre  alliire  dans  la  jouiflance  vie  fa  liberte  et  de  k>  bici^,.  Quand  lis  one  f.  nti  un  gnef, 
jls  k  font  plaints ;  ils  qnt  dcmande qu'il  fut  redrcfse  Qiiand  ils  ont  dcmande  des  loix  pour  allur^  r  les 
proprktcs  de  commerce  en  circulaiion,  il:,  o.it  en  mcmc  tems  rerommande  J-une  maniere  tout-a- 
lait  cirdrc  que  ks  droits  ct  inteiets  des  Seigneurs,  du  Meunier.  du  Cure  etdy  Cwltnateuf  fulkntaf, 

lures. 

"  L^-AutLur  de  "lAvis  aux  Canadiens."  par  (a  quatrieme  infinuation,    laifTe  appercevoir  ou  une 
ciar.dcdeloyaute  ou  une  ignorance  grolneie;  car  ii  par  Ic  mot  n'tvrj  il  cntend  kchanganent  de  lou- 
v.rain    on  peur  linculpcrde  trahifon  eiucrs  k  Uoi  et  ic   peuple  de  la  Grande    liretagne,    de  qui  il 
tient  u'ne  place  tre.  honorable  et  Lucrative  ;  et  nous  ofun,  d,r-  qu'd  elt  le  icul  tra.tre  qu  d  y  ait  dans 
le  pais.     Si  i)ar  uvos  il  n-cntend  que  le.  vifalfuudo  de  la  torti.ne  pavmi  les  Marchands  individiieU 
kiiicnt    ct  que  s'ils  ne  reultilknt  pa^  dans  leurs  entreprifes  de  conunerce,  il  taut  qu'ils  rctourneni! 
doaiis    foiit  venus,  nous  (kvons  ri'e- de    fa  liupidiie;  et  mt'me  loUque  nous  mepriions  la  mJig- 
jiicc  impuiirante,  nous  rinformeron,-,,  que  fous  le  Gouvcrncment  Hritaniquc,  la  generation  des  Aiar- 
chaniU  ell  comme  lageiu'ration  des  hommes.    ct  que  li  par  quclque  fagc  relolution  dc  1  auteur  dc 
1  alliche  ct  de  ks  Coad|uleurs  les  Maicl-.ands  Britaniqucs  ctOK  nt  expullesdu  pais,  il  cnviendioit  dc 
la  Grande  liretagne  le  double  du  n<;mbrc  d.?  ccux  qui  y  font  aujourd  hul,  rant  il  ell  vrai  qiu'   1  an- 
ciLn  piovcrbe  ma  d^al  AU-r*  cil  applicable  a  ce  lujet.     Nous  voyons  prcfquejouinelkment,  <g^% 
des  ifcvcrs  dans  le  cours  de  la  nature  cnkvcnt  ks  Marcl-u\nds  de  meme  que  les  Seigneurs,  ct  ccpcn- 
dant  nous  ne  trouvons  pointde  vuide  dans  le  fyllr.iie  mercantile.  D'autres  s'clcvent  ct  reprennen: 
la  i.lace  de  ccux  que  la  mort  acmport6s;  et  qu>.i>;ue  la  taulx  du  tems  inoilloiinc  les  hommes  fans 
diltindion    Marchands,  Seigneurs  et  autrcs,  elk  ne  daruk  pas  k  comn.erce,   ci;r  il  durera  autant 
que  k  tems  mcmc.     Kien  ne  pcut  detruire  k  commerce  que  des  pnncipe>.  opprcfids  ct  arb.traire.i 
tels  que  Tauteur  de  I'alliche  enqucllum  propok;    et  il  tft  a  efpcrer  qu'il  lera  dcformais  enc  uragc 
aulli  bienque  dans  toute  autre  partiedu  monde.     Les  Marchands   Briranrnqucs  ont  un  Miilicn  el; 
demi  d'aig-  nt  en  circulation  dans  les  deux  provinces  du  Canada,     lis  exponent  annuLllcmcuc  plu- 
iieurs  cent  inille  nunotsde  bled  <.\\i  Has  Canada,  outre  plulieurs  autres  exportations  doi.t   k'  uion- 
tant  ek  conlickrabk.     Voila  ccrtainement  d'lmpoitantes  cntrcprifes  et  dc  grands  rilques.     lis  ont 
kit  doubkr  au  moins  la  valeur  des  tcrres  et  des  maifons  d'un  bout  dela  pioviiKC  a  lautie,    tL  il  y 
a  tout  lieu  d'efpercr  cpie  fous  le  (iouverncmcnt    aCluel.  elk  augmentcia  encore.    Le  Marchand  Bn- 
taniquc  doit  ctre  rcgardc  comme  le  meilkur  ami  du  cultivateur  des  terrcs  dont  il  rccompenle  lin- 
dulh-ie    ct  vis-a-vis  duquel  il  k  comporie  toujours  avcc  refpcvit  et  civilitC-.     On  pcut  done  prJu, 
mcr  qu'il  a  les  titres  ks  micux  fondes.  ct  ks  plus  jullcs  pretcnllons  a  s'intcrcllcr  au  bienctrc  cta^ 


kginacio.ndu  pais. 


*  S'il  en  tombe  ««,    il  i'en  ik'vera  dcuz. 


Cu  lue  noi's  avnns  die  ilaiis  I'articlc  qu.itriciiic  pcut  Tire nppliqiif  cr  coiifijerij  connnic  une  rt-ponfe 
complete  a  la  tinquiemc  iniinuation,  "  qu'il  n'y  aaucune  tomniiinion  ni  lien  d'interct  rcciproquc 
"  eiiiic  Ic  piupic  dii  Canada  ct  Ics  Marc handi  Britaniqucs."  R.vn  ne  peut  prouvcr  plus  ciaircment 
imiiucrtt  ct  iineimu>!i  comnmiic  qnc  le}.^raiid  avanctincnt  que  ic  coniiiicric  a  procure  dans  !<s  pro- 
j^rntts  a{rn'-.;i!iiirdes  rt  t'oncicres,  1".  us  la  dircAition  dcs  Maixhands  Bntaniques  ;  I'un  ct  I'autrcsfc- 
.vi.Kvnt  raiiiraqiumcnt.  Uitn  ne  pcut  manifclU  r  plus  invinciolcinent  une  fympathic  pour  ies  Ca- 
iiuher.sconitiic  nomnic-.  et  C  ito)eii.s,  que  le  ret'pcct  aniical  et  la  civilite  tociale  que  les  Mar.handi 
hritr.r.iques  kur  tenioigntiit  u  lous.  h'llin  il  ne  ptut  y  avoir  «lansla  nature  tin  lien  d  union  cntrc 
(.!e  lionmies  tie  rirg';  diH'rtr.s  plu.-.  intinic  que  ':elui  piovcnant  dc  tc  que  !c  Marchand  fait  et  prc\ott 
qu'il  ne  pcut  donnei  lalanction  uaucunc  loi  qui  dins  un  tenisou  dans  I'autrc  ne  rart'ei'tc  lui  iiiemc 
«inn  que  lis  amis,  fcs  parens  et  fcs  dcrccndaps.aulli  amplenientetaudi  cHecHvcmcnl  qu'aucun  ciil- 
luaicur  On  peut  dire  avcc  confianceque  pcu  lie  )eigncurs  ont  de  pareils  i'entiincns  ct  font  dc  parcil- 
li'S  reHcxions,  parccquils  efpcrcnt  que  leuts  ddtj-ndans,  qudquci  indigncs  qu'ils  en  foieiit,  conti- 
iiu<  K.iit  d'etre  .Seigiituri  jJlqu  aux  lleeies  iti  pM.  ictules.  ooiis  concluons  dc  Uqu'il  y  a  une  piut 
graiide  union  d'lnierCt,  pins  do  lentiinens  de  fynvpathic  ct  une  operation  dcs  lols  plus  egnlc  cntre  la 
Jinlle  du  pcupic  ct  Ic  Marchanil  qu'entre  le  peuple  ct  les  Seigneurs.  Confcqucmnicnt  les  Marchands 
ont  le  dr.lit  ineont(.nablc  dc  s'otliir  avcc  les  autres  Citoyens  comnic  C'andidats  poui  rcprclentcr  Ic 
jHuple,  qui  les  trouvera  dignes  de  fa  confiance. 

J.es  Negociansrcnonccnt  a  toutes  diihnCtionsNationales;  ilsne  regardcnttout  le  peupic de  la  pro- 
vince que  coinmc  Citoyens  Canaditns  zelement  aitacliesau  iioictau  peupic  dc  la  Grange  I^rctagne. 
Les  Negocianscontinucrontdc  former  unegrande  ct  refpedable  partie  de  la  Societ-,  quand  le  nom 
de  Seigneur  ne  fe  trouvera  plus  que  dans  rliidoire.  Aim  de  manifclUr  J  ignorance  de  I'Autcur  dc 
\'/^vis  aux  Qituititens,  nous  lui  feronsquclqucsqucl\ions  qui  s'appliquent  avcc  bcaucoup  d'aptitudc 
i  la  piefentc  occafion. 

(^ui  clt-cc  qui  donne  du  pain  a  I'ouvrier  ?  Le  Marchand.  Qui  cft-cc  qui  donne  dc  I'emploi  aux 
nonibreux  Mocaniques,  Artifanset  Navigatcurs,  dont  la  villc  de  Quebec  abonde?  le  Marchand. 
(^ui  cll-ce  qui  tait  circuler  les  propri  tes  et  repand  les  rithcfles  dans  tout  le  pais,  qui  donne  la  vie 
tela  vigucur  a  I'agriculturc?  .l,c  Marchand. 

Qui  ell-ce  qui  a  contribue  Jaugmcntcr  les  rcvcnus  dcs  Seigneurs,  ainfi  que  la  valeur  des  pro- 
duits  des  terres  pour  les  tultivareurs .'  Le  Marchand. 

Citoyens  Canadiens,  vous  favcz  que  tout  cela  efl:  vrai.  Pcut  on  voqs  faire  croire  que  vous  ne 
dcvez  pas  donner  vos  voi?:  aux  Marchands,  dont  les  interefs  font  les  mcmcs  que  les  votrcs  ?  D'autre* 
profemons  peuvcnt  s'elev(?r  fur  votrc  ruines  ;  celle  des  Marchands  ne  peut  Heurir  qu'autant  que 
voub  profpcrcz;  fi  vous  etes  ruincs,  le  Marchand  ltl\  audi,  fon  intrret  et  Ic  votrc  font  inseparables. 
Les  Seigneurs  ont  tenu  a  votre  e gard  une  conduitc  dcfpotique }  ils  fe  font  efforces  de  la  contmuer  ;  les 
MaVcbands  au  contrairc  ont  uni  leurs  efforts  aux  votrcs  pour  Vous  procurer  un  gouvcrnement  libre 
e:  de*U}i;i  cimtablcs,  qui  vou'?  aflTnrrnr  le  l-'^rc ''^  •fic^  dr  votr**  Hetipion, 

Four  vous  convaincre  conibicn  nous  avons  vos  intcrcts  a  cocur,  pour  vous  fwintrcr.  notrezcle  ho- 
ncic  pourlcbienetre  et  la  profpcrite  des  citoyens  Canadiens,  au  lieu  d'imiter  I'indigne  exemple  dc 
I'auteur  en  queftion,  nous  nous  propofons  de  vous  indiquer  la  nature  et  les  consequences  d'unc 
election,  et  quellcs  font  les  qualifications  que  doivcnt  avoir  Ics  rcprcfcntans  que  vous  elirez,  foit 
Marchands,  ou  Seigneurs. 


Probus. 


(\ 


QUEBEC.  12  Mai,  1792. 


